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FGM affects women and 

girls in the UK too! 

An important part of the campaign 

against FGM is fighting the taboo . FGM is 

also found in the UK amongst members of 

migrant communities. It is estimated that 

approximately 60,000 girls aged 0-14 were 

born in England and Wales to mothers 

who had undergone FGM.  

Why does it happen? 

Some of the reasons given for the continued 

practice of FGM include; protecting family 

honour, preserving tradition, ensuring a wom-

an’s chastity, cleanliness and as a preparation 

for marriage. Whilst FGM is often seen as an 

act of love, rather then cruelty, it causes 

significant harm and constitutes physical and 

emotional abuse. FGM is considered to be 

child abuse in the UK and is a violation of the 

child’s right to life, their bodily integrity as 

well as of their right to health.  

Current UK Laws 

It is an offence for any person (regardless of their  

nationality or residence status) to:  

 perform FGM in England and Wales 

 assist a girl to carry out FGM on herself in England 

and Wales 

 assist (from England or Wales) a non-UK person to  

carry out FGM outside the UK on a UK national or 

UK resident  

Anyone who commits FGM faces up to 14 years in 

prison, a fine, or both. Anyone found guilty of failing 

to protect a girl from risk of FGM faces up to 7 years 

in prison, a fine, or both.  

What is FGM?  
FGM is the deliberate mutilation of female geni-

talia.  

This is typically the removal or cutting of the la-

bia and clitoris. There are 4 recognised classifica-

tions of FGM. The World Health Organization de-

scribes FGM as ‘any procedure that injures the 

female genital organs for non-medical rea-

sons.’ FGM has no health benefits and is in fact 

very harmful to health in many ways . 

 

Where did FGM originate? 

The history of FGM is not well known but 

the practice dated back at least 2000 

years. The World Health Organisation  

estimates that 3 million girls undergo 

some form of the  procedure every year in 

Africa alone. It is practised in 28 countries 

in Africa and the Middle East and Asia.   

Consequences… 

 Severe pain 

 Infections 

 Bleeding  

 Tetanus  

 Pain and discomfort 
during sex, 

 Chronic pain 

 

 

 Cysts/Abscesses 

 Death 

 Difficulties with peri-
ods and fertility prob-
lems. 

  Psychological trauma 

(Including flashbacks 

and depression) 


